
 
 
 
February 23, 2023 
 
The Honorable Merrick Garland    The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Attorney General     Secretary of Transportation 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW    1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20530     Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The Retailers Association of Massachusetts (RAM), established in 1918, is a statewide trade association 
of approximately 4,000 member companies.  Our membership ranges from independent, owner-
operated stores to larger, national chains operating in the general retail, restaurant, and service sectors 
of the retail industry.  The retail industry in the Commonwealth is the backbone of our local Main 
Streets, directly employing over 721,000 people, and operating in more than 84,000 brick-and-mortar 
establishments (source: The Economic Impact of the U.S. Retail Industry, May 2020.)  
 
RAM wishes to be recorded in strong support of JetBlue’s merger with Spirit Airlines. We believe this 
merger is in the best interest of the Massachusetts economy and urge your approval of this transaction.  
This merger will undoubtedly bring more economic prosperity to the Commonwealth, which in turn 
benefits our members and our small businesses. 
 
The importance of JetBlue’s presence in Massachusetts cannot be overstated.  As JetBlue strengthens its 
position in markets from Boston to Worcester, our retail economy will benefit from the increase in 
business travel and tourism.  Growth in travel and tourism translates to more customers visiting our 
retail stores, more diners in our restaurants, and more opportunities for our small businesses of all 
industries to market themselves and their products to more customers.  All of this additional economic 
activity will generate new tax revenues for our cities and towns and for the Commonwealth, which can 
then be reinvested in our communities. 
 
For these reasons, RAM urges your approval of the merger between JetBlue and Spirit Airlines, which we 
believe will spur a new period of economic growth here in the Commonwealth. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
William Rennie 
Vice President 
Retailers Association of Massachusetts 
18 Tremont Street, Suite 810 
Boston, MA 02108 


