
March 2, 2023

The Honorable Merrick Garland The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Attorney General Secretary of Transportation
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20530 Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg:

The Retail Association of Maine (RAM), established in 1937, is a statewide trade association of 
approximately 350 member companies. Our membership ranges from independent, owner-operated 
stores to larger, multistate retailers operating in the general retail, and service sectors of the retail 
industry. The retail industry in the State of Maine is the backbone of our local Main Streets, directly 
employing more than 80,000 Mainers, and operating in more than 9,000 brick-and-mortar 
establishments. 

The Retail Association of Maine (RAM) is pleased to be recorded as a strong supporter of JetBlue’s 
merger with Spirit Airlines. We urge you to strongly consider and approve this merger for the economic 
and social impacts it will have on the State of Maine and specifically our members. The merger will 
continue to grow Maine’s economy and provide high-quality, low-cost flight options for our members 
and their families. Maine sometimes feels like we are at the end of the line, and making travel more 
accessible is key in attracting visitors to Vacationland, and for Mainers to more easily travel for business 
and pleasure.

JetBlue has been and will continue to be an important spoke in the economic engine in Maine. As 
JetBlue strengthens its position regionally, our retail economy will benefit from the increase in business 
travel and tourism. Growth in travel and tourism translates to more customers visiting our retail stores, 
and more opportunities for our small businesses of all industries to market themselves and their 
products to more customers. All this additional economic activity will generate new tax revenues for our 
cities and towns and for the State, which can then be reinvested in our communities.

For these reasons, RAM urges your approval of the merger between JetBlue and Spirit Airlines, which we 
believe will continue to promote economic acceleration locally and for our members.

Sincerely,

Curtis Picard, CAE
President and CEO


