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February 20, 2023 

 

The Honorable Merrick Garland The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Attorney General Secretary of Transportation 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 

I am writing to express my support for JetBlue's upcoming acquisition of Spirit Airlines. This 

merger will enable JetBlue to become a highly competitive national low-fare challenger to the 

Big Four US airlines that together control four-fifths of the US market. Locally, this will help my 

constituents and many others in the surrounding south Florida region. JetBlue’s acquisition of 

Spirit will result in a combined network of 150 flights a day, with plans to expand up to 250 

flights a day in Fort Lauderdale alone. These flights do not just bring domestic tourism dollars; 

they also bring significant spending from international visitors. 

Since its first flight to Florida in 2000, JetBlue has been a low-fare disruptor—a much needed 

change agent—for the airline industry. Due to this, JetBlue has deep roots in communities 

throughout Florida. JetBlue serves nine cities in the state, including Focus Cities Orlando and 

Fort Lauderdale, with more than 6,500 JetBlue crewmembers based in Florida. In acquiring 

Spirit, JetBlue will further enhance its commitment to the state as the airline transforms Spirit’s 

new Dania Beach campus into a job-generating JetBlue support center. These jobs are beneficial 

to our community, and the growing number of openings will help the local economy. 



 
Florida House of Representatives 

Representative Christine Hunschofsky 
District 95 

District Office: 
4800 W Copans Road 
Coconut Creek, FL 33063 
(954) 956-5600 

 Tallahassee Office: 
 Suite 1001 Capitol 

329 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

(850) 717-5095 
Email: C.Hunschofsky@myfloridahouse.gov 

 
 
 

 
Appropriations Committee · Infrastructure Strategies Committee · Rules Committee 

 Agriculture, Conservation & Resiliency Subcommittee · Health Care Regulation Subcommittee 
Insurance & Banking Subcommittee · Joint Legislative Budget Commission 

 

After acquiring Spirit, JetBlue will still be less than half the size of each of the Big Four – and 

far from the size of these Big Four dominant carriers created by the mergers approved by the 

Department of Justice over the past 20 years.  The JetBlue-Spirit merger will benefit consumers 

and communities as JetBlue brings its award-winning product to more routes and significantly 

lower fares.  In addition to providing an immediate benefit in JetBlue’s six existing Focus Cities, 

it also facilitates access for JetBlue to grow and deliver as a highly competitive national low-fare 

challenger at legacy airline hubs across the country. 

Combining JetBlue and Spirit will also benefit both current JetBlue crewmembers and current 

Spirit team members, as the merger will create more opportunities for growth. Spirit Team 

members will see an increase in pay as they become JetBlue crewmembers, as the airline's 

current wage rates are higher than Spirit's across all work groups. JetBlue’s strong commitment 

to its crewmembers is another reason to support this transaction. 

The benefits will even expand outside of Florida as a combined airline means more low-fare 

flights for Floridians going to domestic and international locations. This is especially significant 

for the sizeable number of Hispanic and Caribbean residents in Florida who rely on Latin 

American and Caribbean routes to connect them to their families, foreign trade, and businesses. 

A larger JetBlue will introduce a long overdue change, and consumers will have greater access to 

these lower fares on multiple carriers. The number of travelers on the route will increase as fares 

go down, with JetBlue's entry decreasing Legacy nonstop fares by on average. 

Both carriers, JetBlue and Spirit, are deeply connected to the people of south Florida. If 

approved, this merger will change and improve the travel of those who reside in the state and 

those who would like to visit not only Florida but the countries that have deep ties to our diverse 

and unique South Floridian culture. Creating lower fares will help benefit consumers when we 

now realize the privilege of being able to travel and gather with friends and family. It will create 

opportunities for growth and create jobs, which are valuable to our local economy. I am 
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supportive of this merger and urge your prompt review and approval of this combination to 

create the national low-fare airline challenger that consumers and communities need. 

Sincerely, 

 

Christine Hunschofsky 

State Representative, District 95 

 


