
 

 

 

 

 

Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation 

42 Catharine Street 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

T: 845-220-2244 

F: 845-393-2122  

 

February 15, 2023 

 

 

The Honorable Merrick Garland The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Attorney General Secretary of Transportation 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg:  

 

The Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation is writing to express its strong support for JetBlue’s 

acquisition of Spirit Airlines. This merger will have a positive impact on our region and lead to broad economic 

benefits for our community. We ask that you consider the benefits outlined within this letter and approve the 

merger. 

 

The Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation (HVEDC) is the leading economic development 

organization for the Hudson Valley, New York region. Comprised of seven unique counties, the region boasts 

diverse economic strength and exceptional quality of life. HVEDC works closely with a mosaic of business, 

academic, government and community leaders to shape a brighter economic future for the Hudson Valley by 

driving business innovation, attraction and expansion throughout the region. 

 

As New York’s Hometown Airline, JetBlue has deep roots in communities throughout the Empire State.  

Serving eight airports in New York State, for 23 years JetBlue has connected New York City with Upstate with 

low airfares on large jets while providing New Yorkers the JetBlue Experience on flights from New York to 

destinations throughout the United States, Latin America and the Caribbean.  Headquartered in Long Island 

City, JetBlue strengthened its commitment to New York when it announced in 2021 that its headquarters would 

remain in Queens after 2023. 

 

HVEDC is committed to exploring opportunities for the growth of our local economy which will benefit our 

business community and residents. We strongly believe that economic progress and prosperous, thriving 

communities go hand-in-hand. The planned merger between JetBlue and Spirit will introduce a long overdue 

5th national competitor providing greater access to JetBlue’s award-winning travel experience and offering 

more route choices for travelers in Westchester County and across the nation.   

 

We ask that you consider these positive benefits and urge your prompt approval of this merger. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mike Oates 

President and CEO 

Hudson Valley Economic Development Corporation  


