
March 2, 2023 
 
 
The Honorable Merrick Garland The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Attorney General Secretary of Transportation 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
 
RE: Florida Joint Letter of Support for JetBlue-Spirit Merger 
 
 
Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
We are writing to express our strong support for JetBlue’s acquisition of Spirit Airlines. This 
merger will result in a larger JetBlue, creating a highly competitive, national low-fare challenger 
to the Big Four U.S. airlines, and provide immense community and economic benefits to the 
South Florida region and all of Florida. 
 
Both JetBlue and Spirit have deep roots in Broward County and South Florida. The merger will 
only enhance this commitment as the airline transforms Spirit’s new Dania Beach headquarters 
into a job-generating JetBlue support center. Additionally, JetBlue Travel Products, the airline’s 
vacations subsidiary, will continue to be based near Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood International 
Airport (FLL). The footprint of the combined Spirit and JetBlue economic engine will continue to 
provide needed jobs, stimulus and security to residents and businesses in our region. 
 
We operate in an area fueled by travel and tourism. Our organizations also are comprised of 
businesses and/or employees in South Florida, as well as Florida more broadly, who depend on 
the influx of people and revenue generated by air travel to and from our state. JetBlue’s plans to 
combine with Spirit will offer South Florida travelers low fares and more destinations from FLL, 
in addition to maintaining a strong presence at airports in Palm Beach and Miami. 
 
The combined airline will expand options for domestic and international connections with South 
Florida. Importantly, the sizeable number of South Florida residents, workers and companies 
with business and family connections to Latin America and the Caribbean will benefit from the 
airline’s non-stop flights to destinations including Colombia, Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. 
 
After acquiring Spirit, JetBlue will still be less than half the size of each of the Big Four – and far 
from the size of these Big Four dominant carriers created by the mergers approved over the 
past 20 years. The JetBlue-Spirit merger will benefit consumers and communities as JetBlue 
brings its award-winning product to more routes and significantly lower fares. 
 
Moreover, this merger will unlock new opportunities and directly impact job growth in our region. 
The combined airline will have 34,000 total employees, with plans to hire more as the airline 
grows, and includes a significant and growing presence in South Florida. Increased job 
openings and expanded career types will allow for developing a more diverse and high-quality 
workforce, particularly attracting and retaining talent in the technology, infrastructure and 
transportation sectors. South Florida has become an important tech hub in the U.S. and for the 
Americas. The transaction between JetBlue and Spirit will further expand the potential for South 



Florida to be a driver in tech innovation, venture capital growth, startups and workforce talent 
development.  
 
JetBlue will position Florida as a leader on the world stage by connecting our state and cities to 
all those descending on South Florida for the World Cup in 2026. The 2026 World Cup will be 
held throughout North America – across Canada, the U.S. and Mexico – and FIFA announced 
that Miami was selected from 16 cities across the U.S. that submitted bids to host World Cup 
matches. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for South Florida to put their best foot forward 
and that begins with a successful merger of JetBlue and Spirit Airlines. 
 
For communities in South Florida and across the state, JetBlue’s merger with Spirit Airlines has 
the potential to provide better service and lower fares to residents, all while bolstering business 
interests, community needs and job creation in the area. On behalf of Florida business and 
community leaders, we urge your prompt review and approval of this combination to create the 
national low-fare airline challenger that consumers and communities need. 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Skyler Badenoch 
CEO 
Hope for Haiti 
 

Joseph P. Cox 
President & CEO 
Museum of Discovery & Science 
 

Henri Crockett 
Founder & President 
The Crockett Foundation 

Sue Dick 
President/CEO 
Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce 
 

James A. Forsythe 
Vice President for Development 
Hotspots Media, Inc. (Stonewall Pride Wilton 
Manors, Art Walk Wilton Manors, Wilton 
Manors Taste of the Island) 
 

Julio Fuentes 
President and CEO 
Florida State Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 

Steve Goldstein  
Chairman 
Goldie's Gang 
 

Julia Kadel 
Executive Director & Co-Founder 
Miracle League of Palm Beach County 
 

Liliam M. Lopez 
President/CEO 
South Florida Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce 
 

Ray Mazzie 
Managing Director 
Southern Waters Capital 
 

Joy A. Satterlee  
Executive Director 
Art and Culture Center/Hollywood 

 

 


