
 
 
 
2/1/2023 

 
The Honorable Merrick Garland The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Attorney General Secretary of Transportation 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

 
Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
We, former members of the Massachusetts General Court, are writing in support of JetBlue’s 
merger with Spirit Airlines. During our time in the state legislature, we collectively represented 
a diverse range of cities and towns across Massachusetts, and we feel that it is in the best 
interest of our local economy that this merger be completed. 
 
We urge you to also consider the significant benefits of this transaction on our state's diverse 
business community, including lower fares for our residents, increased tourism opportunities, 
and job creation. As former elected officials, we are uniquely qualified to validate the 
importance of this project.  
 
Worcester is the economic hub of Central Massachusetts, and JetBlue’s commitment to 
Worcester Regional Airport has helped accelerate growth in our region. Whether it was 
bringing commercial flights back to Worcester in 2013, or the daily flights to New York City and 
Florida, JetBlue has been a partner we can count on. Additionally, JetBlue’s recent launch 
international routes to London and announcement of Paris routes to come later in 2023 out of 
Boston shows their commitment to the Commonwealth. This commitment would be further 
strengthened by the merger with Spirit and allow for even more economic benefits across the 
state of Massachusetts. 
 
Timing for this merger is also beneficial with the upcoming 2026 World Cup, and 
Massachusetts’ role as co-host. Visitors will be coming en masse to attend matches at Gillette 
Stadium. This increased tourism traffic will only be better supported by a united JetBlue and 
Spirit, bringing additional business to our local economy. 
 
We are proud to support all businesses and initiatives that demonstrate an ability to help 
improve the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the proposed merger between JetBlue and 
Spirit presents just such an opportunity. The increased number of options and lower fares that 
will be brought to the marketplace by this transaction means more opportunity for businesses 
and consumers alike.  
 



Please consider the benefits of the merger outlined in this letter and consider expressing your 
support for a united JetBlue and Spirit Airlines for the benefit of Central Massachusetts and 
beyond.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Honorable George Peterson (R-Grafton) 
Former Assistant Minority Leader  
Former Commissioner of Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game 
9th Worcester District 
 
The Honorable Kevin Poirier  (R-Attleboro) 
Former Assistant Minority Leader 
14th Bristol District 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Poirier (R-Attleboro) 
Former Assistant Minority Leader  
14th Bristol District 
 
The Honorable Brian Knuuttila, Esq. (D-Gardiner) 
2nd Worcester District  
 
The Honorable Peter Larkin (R-Pittsfield) 
3rd Berkshire District 
 
The Honorable Brian Dempsey (D-Haverhill) 
Former Chair of Ways and Means 
3rd Essex District 
 
The Honorable Paul Kujawski (D-Webster) 
8th Worcester 
 
The Honorable Mathew Beaton (R-Shrewsbury) 
11th Worcester District 
Formerly Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
 
The Honorable Demetrius J. Atsalis (D-Yarmouth) 
2nd Barnstable District 
 
 
 
 
 



 


