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March 2, 2023 

The Honorable Merrick Garland 

Attorney General 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of theater et al, Inc. dba The Chocolate Factory Theater located in Long 

Island City, Queens I submit this letter of support JetBlue’s acquisition of Spirit Airlines.  

The Chocolate Factory Theater is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit arts center dedicated to the 

development and public presentation of dance and theater; and, a community partner 

providing space, technical support, arts programming and more within, with and for our 

local community. JetBlue has been a consistent partner to us in our work providing 

volunteers, funds, marketing and expertise in support of diverse activities.  

After Sandy, they worked with us and provided funds to replant neighborhood trees lost 

to the storm. They supported an annual festival we produced with over 100 local 

businesses for over 1000 residents and attendees that showcased food, shopping and 

arts in the community.  JetBlue has welcomed The Chocolate Factory’s staff and board 

for regular organizational capacity building retreats in their offices. I am also a member 

of the local community board and have witnessed this level of support for dozens of 

grass roots civic, education and other organizations in and for the community, and 

nationally. I see this since the community I call home and where JetBlue’s corporate 

headquarters exists is the home to great diversity, large immigrant and refugee 

communities. Where ever there is need, I see JetBlue support.  

Following the acquisition of Spirit, JetBlue will be in a stronger position to compete with 

the Big Four airlines that control 80% of the market today. With JetBlue in this 

strengthened, competitive position, they will be further empowered to continue their 

support of efforts improving the lives of children in Jamaica and the U.S. 

The benefits extend beyond the financial support for our organization and their 

charitable contributions to support the education of our youth. The JetBlue-Spirit merger 

will benefit consumers, businesses and communities in Queens, not only as JetBlue 

brings its award-winning product to more routes and significantly lower fares, but also 

through increased opportunities for business and leisure travel. With an expanded 

network, JetBlue will be able to help Jamaica to further its connections with the U.S., 

which will have a direct impact to Queens’ economy, specifically the tourism industry. 



Moreover, this merger will have a positive impact job growth and career opportunities, 

particularly for crewmembers based in the New York City area, where JetBlue has a 

robust presence.  

Increased job openings and expanded career options will unlock opportunities to 

develop a more diverse workforce, and complement the activities of The Chocolate 

Factory Theater and truly civic groups and organizations in the arts, education, 

community, labor, food distribution and more.  

On behalf of The Chocolate Factory Theater, we respectfully request your review and 

subsequent approval of the planned transaction between JetBlue and Spirit Airlines. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sheila Lewandowski 

Executive Director 


