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March 03, 2023 

Honorable Merrick Garland, Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice  
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 
Honorable Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
While I am the Mayor of Broward County, I am writing this letter in my individual capacity 
as an elected official and not on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, as writing 
on behalf of the full Board would require formal action at a public meeting of the Board. 
 
JetBlue has been a valuable partner of the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport (FLL) since its arrival in 2000. JetBlue’s first commercial flight was to FLL and they 
began its service from FLL with 12 weekly departures to JFK.  Today, JetBlue is one of 
FLL’s largest airline carriers with more than one hundred (100) daily departures during 
the 2019 peak travel periods. With approximately 1,000 employees, JetBlue is also one 
of the largest employers serving FLL. Additionally, JetBlue actively participates in 
numerous local tourism, economic development initiatives, humanitarian efforts and has 
repeatedly demonstrated its commitment to FLL, Broward County and the South Florida 
region.  
 
JetBlue’s recent announcement regarding its post-merger intent to increase flight activity 
at FLL to more than 250 daily departures by 2027 further demonstrates JetBlue’s 
continuing commitment to Broward County and the South Florida region. An increase in 
daily departures of this magnitude would improve FLL’s and Broward County’s 
competitive position. The combined JetBlue/Spirit route network at FLL would initially 



 
 

serve a total of 76 domestic and international destinations. Of these, seventy-five percent 
(75%) would also be served by one or more other airlines. JetBlue has indicated that the 
planned growth will enable it to launch new domestic and international service from FLL, 
including the much sought-after jet service to Florida’s capital, Tallahassee, and 
transatlantic service to Europe.  
 
It is widely recognized that airports are major economic engines for their communities 
and sustainable airport growth typically requires long-term commitments from the airport’s 
airline partners. To this end, JetBlue has expressed strong support for Broward County’s 
FLL Master Plan and has committed its support for numerous capital improvement 
projects such as a new Terminal 5. JetBlue has also expressed its intention to build an 
aircraft maintenance hangar at FLL and to maintain Spirit’s new headquarters facility 
currently under construction in Dania Beach (only a few miles from FLL), to be used as 
one of its major support centers. Further, JetBlue’s Travel Products subsidiary business 
is already based in Broward County. 
 
JetBlue’s planned future at FLL would have a significant positive economic impact to 
Broward County and the South Florida region. JetBlue estimates its plan would 
incrementally add approximately 1,000 new jobs servicing the airline’s Fort Lauderdale 
operations and support economic activity across the region that will lead to additional job 
growth. JetBlue’s proposal to add new domestic and international markets will offer 
opportunities for more people to travel to Broward County and enjoy the many amenities 
our region has to offer. 
 
Based upon JetBlue’s announced intentions and its ability to timely meet or exceed its 
above-referenced growth goals, I wish to express my support for JetBlue’s merger with 
Spirit Airlines. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lamar P. Fisher  
Broward County Mayor  
Commission District 4 
 
 


