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March 2, 2023 
 
The Honorable Merrick Garland                           The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Attorney General      Secretary of Transportation 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW    1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20530                      Washington, DC 20590 
 

Dear Attorney General Garland and Secretary Buttigieg: 

We are writing to express our support for JetBlue’s proposal to acquire Spirit Airlines, increasing 
the airline’s capacity to serve New York City. This transaction will create highly competitive fare 
options to both domestic and international markets from New York City, particularly at a time 
when both air travel demand and fares are increasing.  

Since 2000, JetBlue has been a low-fare disruptor, using a low cost business model to 
serve New York’s travelers and lead the airline industry. As New York’s Hometown Airline, 
JetBlue is entrenched in communities throughout the Empire State. Serving eight airports in 
New York for 23 years, JetBlue has connected New York City with Central and Upstate New York 
with low airfares on large jets while providing New Yorkers the JetBlue Experience on flights 
from New York to destinations throughout the United States, Latin America, the Caribbean, and 
Europe. Headquartered in Long Island City, JetBlue strengthened its commitment to New York 
when it announced in 2021 that it would remain the only passenger airline headquartered in 
the Empire State after 2023. 

This proposed expansion of JetBlue will introduce Spirit Airlines routes and networks, providing 
greater access to JetBlue’s award-winning travel experience and offering more route choices for 
New Yorkers. JetBlue has a strong record of incentivizing travel through lower fares through 
what MIT and the US Department of Justice have called the JetBlue Effect. As a result of this 
practice, consumers have greater access to these lower fares on multiple carriers, and the 
number of travelers increases on the route as fares go down, with JetBlue entry decreasing 
Legacy nonstop fares by an average of 16 percent.  

As a leading airline employer in New York City, this acquisition would have a profound impact 
on New York City’s economy through the creation of viable job opportunities. Prospective 
employees would be offered competitive compensation plans. The proposed transaction would 
foster economic mobility for existing Spirit crew members that live in New York City in that 
JetBlue’s current wage rates are higher than Spirit and they have a demonstrated history of 
internal career advancement for their employees' continued professional growth. As a result, 
Spirit staff will see an increase in earnings, providing crew members with stable career 
pathways and family sustaining wages.  
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JetBlue has offered to divest Spirit’s current holdings in New York and Boston as well as five 
gates (and related ground facilities) at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. These 
divestitures which are similar to remedies the Department of Justice has accepted in far more 
concentrated airline deals, will create meaningful opportunities for smaller airlines to grow at 
key constrained airports. 

ABNY supports the acquisition of Spirit Airlines as an additional travel option for consumers and 
communities that need such. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aaron Sanders 

Public Policy Director  
Association for a Better New York 
 
 
 


